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how to make 5 gallons of 
gasoline do the work of 6-
to revive the economy 
and prevent tough controls 
on driving 



if you drive a car, you can 
help brake inflation/ 
recession and save 
yourself some money. 

become a GAS WATCHER. 
make 5 gallons of gasoline 
do the work of 6. 

The United States energy problem is more of a 
crisis today than it was during the oil embargo of 
1973-74. 

That's because we've fallen dangerously depen­
dent on foreign nations for our oil needs. And they're 
demanding whatever price the market will bear. 

As a result, soaring energy costs are pushing infla­
tion upward and creating recession. As the cost of 
energy climbs the cost of everything goes up-from 
a pair of shoes to the cost of a newspaper to the cost 
of gasoline. 

Our oil import situation is forcing businesses out 
of business and people out of jobs. 

As a driver, you can make a major contribution to 
solving the problems feeding on the energy emer­
gency. And you can do it in the best, fairest, most 
American way. As a volunteer. 

If you have the willpower to make a personal 
commitment to conserve gasoline-to make 5 gal­
lons do the work of 6-to'gether we can reduce oil 
imports by one million barrels a day, the national 
goal, from the present import rate of about six 
million barrels a day. 

And we can avoid some really tough mandatory 
conservation measures that would cut us back a lot 
more. Where it would hurt the most. 

Making 5 gallons do the work of 6 is easy when 
you know how. In these pages you'll find a tankful of 
suggestions.'Select from the many options those that 
will benefit you most and inconvenience you least. 
You'll save money for yourself in the process. 

Please. Take a few minutes to act on one of the 
severest threats our nation has ever faced. Become 
a GAS WATCHER. 

Starting right now. 
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Organizing Your Local Corn.rn.ittee 



HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUR CITIZENS ACTION COMMITTEE 

Although each city may devise its own organizational concept for its Citizens Action 
Committee, we recommend the simple chart included in this folder. Within that framework, 
you may find some Task Forces that are inappropriate for your city and others that have 
not been included in these charts. There is no requirement that you follow this pattern, but 
there are certain advantages to following the National Committee's structure. 

For example, your Gasoline Consumption Task Force should include representatives of your 
local or state Petroleum Council, gasoline retailers association, Automobile Club, city 
transportation office and the motoring public. You may want representatives of leading 
industries in your city to contribute their expertise on such specific projects as car pooling. 
If figures on month-by-month or week-by-week gasoline consumption in your city are not 
readily available, you may want to enlist the expertise of your local university to devise a 
sampling technique for obtaining that information. Your local women's clubs or Red Cross 
volunteers "'could take on the task of collecting information from gasoline retailers; this 
information will give your city a benchmark against which motorists' progress toward a 15 
or 20% reduction in gasoline consumption can be measured. 

The composition of other Task Forces will suggest itself to you as their missions are defined. 

Your local Citizens Action Committee is the mechanism for alerting the citizens of your city 
to the urgency of this nation's energy problems, and for getting something done about it. 
The nation will succeed in combating the energy shortage, inflation and recession if our 
organized efforts succeed. 
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LOCAL CITIZENS ACTION PROJECTS 

At the present time, you may want to assign No. 1 priority to energy conservation: The 
need is clearly evident. And a well organized, voluntary effort could produce significant 
results quickly. 

A Citizens Action Committee can make the people of your community more conscious of 
the need to conserve. But more important, your programs can show people how to conserve 
effectively. 

Most of us waste gas. Either we drive too often on non-essential trips, or we fail to keep our 
cars operating at peak efficiency, or we simply don't give driving much thought. Car pooling 
is one solution: It doesn't take a pocket calculator to figure out that if four persons 
commute to work in one car, three cars get a rest, don't use gas, don't suffer wear and tear. 
Yet only 25% of the country's automobile commuters car pool. Many companies and many 
communities have devised ingenious car pool arrangements that work. A brochure published 
by the U.S. Department of Transportation, "Car Pool & Bus Matching Guiden (see 
Resources list in this folder) will give your Task Force a number of success stories. The AAA 
booklet, GAS WATCHERS' GUIDE, shows any number of ways to "make five gallons do 
the work of six." 

The so-called "energy audit" is a simple and effective device for reducing the needless and 
costly uses of energy. You may be surprised at how much fuel you burn unnecessarily. 
Around the house, you could save: 

• $54 a year with proper annual inspection and maintenance of your oil burner. 

• $68.40 a year by installing storm windows and doors. 

• $111 a year by insulating your attic. 

• $30 a year by turning down your thermostat 2 degrees. 

• 10% of your fuel bill by caulking and weather stripping your doors and windows. 

• 47% of your electric bill for air conditioning by setting it at 78 'degrees during the 
summer. 

• $50 a year by proper adjustment of the water temperature in your dishwasher. 

• $42 a year by waiting for a full load of clothes in your washing machine and using 
cold water for the rinse cycle. 

• $27 a year by making sure your refrigerator is really air-tight. 

• $12 a year if your water faucets don't leak. 

It all adds up. Check the enclosed pamphlet from the Federal Energy Administration, "Tips 
for Energy Savers," and f>ther publications listed on this list. 

When commercial buildings are subject to energy audits and corrective procedures, here are 
some of the things that happen: 

• In San Francisco, $134,000 annually was saved in a 22~tory building. 



• In New York, a 41-story building saved $384,000 a year. 

• In Atlanta, a 13-story building cut its fuel bill by $13,000. 

Here is just a partial list of energy conservation projects, which if undertaken in an 
organized way by your local Citizens Action Committee, could make "Gas Watching," Car 
Pooling and Energy Audits truly effective. 

Gas Watchers 

• Development of teaching aids and classroom projects for elementary grades as 
well as driver education. 

• Encourage and coordinate the participation of local gasoline distributors and 
retailers. 

• Urge strict enforcement of speed limits; seek the cooperation of the police 
department in encouraging fuel saving driving habits. 

• Seek additional distribution of the Gas Watchers' Guide. 

• Urge the local transit system to aggressively merchandise car pooling by bus. 

• Devise ways to make public transportation, where available, more attractive to 
commuters. 

• Undertake a local traffic flow audit and make appropriate recommendations. 

• Encourage proper engine maintenance. 

• Develop incentives for car pooling. 

Energy Audits 

• Encourage "energy audits" of factories, office buildings, schools and homes. 

• Urge businesses to pledge themselves to specific energy reduction goals; establish 
awards criteria for those who meet or exceed their goals. 

• Coordinate advertising and publicity aimed at homeowners. 

• Undertake a review of city codes and regulations, with a view to eliminating 
requirements that waste energy and replace them with incentives to save energy. 

• Encourage home insulation. 

• Explore the many small, specific areas where energy can be conserved; taken 
together, they can make a sizable dent in energy consumption. 



Other Projects 

Here is just one example of the kinds of projects which could be developed if your 
local committee embraces a program recommended by one of the National Committee's 
"Task Forces": 

Gardens 

Growing your own vegetables and fruits, whether as a community enterprise or as a family 
project, fights inflation and puts food on the table. The National Committee's Gardens Task 
Force will draw upon the resources of the entire gardening industry to develop and promote 
successful gardening. But a Local Committee's Task Force can bridge the gap between 
promotion and action. 

• Secure unused land, public and private, for community gardening. 

• Organize responsible groups to plant and tend community gardens. 

• Assist would-be home gardeners in obtaining reliable information for sound 
gardening. 

• Work with local Garden Clubs in educating non-gardeners to plant only what they 
can easily grow and use. 

• Assist companies in planning employee gardens. 

• Establish canning and freezing centers. 
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Why a Citizens' Action Movetnent 
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HOW THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE IS ORGANIZED 

As the organization chart indicates, the resources of the Citizens Action Committee, at the 
national level, are threefold. 

• The Committee, acting as a board of directors, establishes policy and directs the 
work of the staff. Members of the Committee, individually, also serve as resource 
people. 

• The small staff handles day-to-day operations, suggests and evaluates program 
ideas and coordinates the work of the "Task Forces." 

• The "Task Forces" are voluntary, ad-hoc groups of experts and resource people 
from the private sector. (When appropriate, representatives of government 
agencies also participate.) This approach makes it possible to draw upon the 
talents of bona fide experts to formulate programs which will achieve significant 
and measurable results in areas of interest to the Committee, namely: Energy 
conservation, inflation and economic recovery. For the most part, the programs 
are intended to be carried out by citizens' action groups at the local level. 

"Task Forces" are disbanded when their work is complete and other, new ones, 
are organized as additional program possibilities are suggested. 

Local citizens' action groups would be encouraged to organize comparable "Task Forces" 
to: (a) adopt national programs to local needs and circumstances; (b) generate and develop 
program ideas of their own. 




